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This study aimed to provide a comprehensive understanding of the following:
i) how the Federal Writers’ Project (FWP) hired unemployed writers to document narratives that
defined who Americans were and what American culture encompassed, through guidebooks for different
states and cities, and ii) how they contributed to the creation of a distinct American self-image.

The study®s achievements are as follows:

The guidebooks were designed with a patriotic purpose in mind, aiming to foster a deep sense of
belonging among American people by cutting off their ties with Europe. They redefined the nation’ s
identity, depicting working-class people strongly overlapped with the spirit of the frontier, while
also focusing on new immigrants and minorities. By narrating the experiences of people journeying
through the country, the guidebooks functioned as a narrative to unite the nation, connecting
individuals mile by mile. This was a significant contribution of the FWP.
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