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Self-Defense-Independent Jewish Weekly News [Selbstwehr] (1907-1938) was a

German language weekly newspaper in the former Czechoslovak Republic. The Newspaper represented the
national interests of German Jews as a religious and linguistic minority within the republic. We can
see various facets of discussions concerning German-Jewish identity from this newspaper. In this
research project, national and cultural issues were examined through the weekly news and other
relevant materials. Self-Defense paid close attention to the reorganization of the Habsburg state
from the Austro-Hungarian double monarchy to a national league in middle and eastern Europe, in
which Jews could have enjoyed equal rights as a citizen. In this, Self-Defense adopted the ideas of
nineteenth century federalists or autonomists in middle and eastern Europe. Cultural nationalism
also challenged German novelists such as Max Brod and Franz Kafka to create a “ Jewish Novel”
symbolizing German Jewry.
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