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Psychiatry, criminology, literature in the late 19th century. Hector Malot"s

social novels
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This study focuses on the social novels of Hector Malot, a highly regarded
19th century French author of children’ s literature. In “ Un Beau-Frere” and “ Le Mari de
Charlotte” , Malot criticized the compulsory hospitalization system of the time by highlighting
cases of “ clear madness” via metaphors of light (reason) and shade (folly).

Malot used a similar style in his crime-focused novels, where he compared criminals to barbarians
living in darkness who were mercilessly tormented by the light of modern justice. Some of these
books were inspired by actual cases, such as “ Dr. Claude” , “ Conscience” and “ Justice” , “ Le
Mariage de Juliette” , and “ Une Belle-Mere” .

This study explores Malot’ s use of metaphor as a means for highlighting the plight of minorities
suffering from injustice in a polarized world.
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