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Discourse particles are broadly understood as referring to invariable

linguistic items that are used to express the speaker’ s epistemic attitude toward the propositional
content of an utterance or to manipulate discourse coherence. East and Southeast Asian languages
are well known for their rich inventory of discourse particles in this sense, and accordingly, there
is a rich literature on this topic. Unfortunately, however, little is known about discourse
particles in Tagalog and other Philippine languages, and much uncertainty still exists about the
nature of discourse particles in these languages. This project aims to bridge this gap by examining
discourse particles used in actual social iInteraction by Tagalog speakers. To be more specific, by
observing the actual usage of discourse particles in naturally occurring conversations, this project
offers a general overview of discourse particles in Tagalog.
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