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Syntactic and Semantic Analysis of Negative Concord Phenomenon Based on Stacking
of Focus Particles in Japanese
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This study aims to elucidate the syntactic and semantic structures of the
negative concord phenomenon involving Japanese focus particles like "nanka ...NEG". In this
research, | have advanced the descriptive analysis of the phenomenon where focus particles induce
negative concord. Among these, some instances of negative concord with focus particles occur when
there exists a certain relationship between the beliefs of the speaker and the context in which the
focusing particle is employed within the sentence. This demonstrates that the co-occurrence with
negative predicates in this phenomenon is merely a superficial tendency and emphasizes the necessity

of observing these phenomena at the discourse level.
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