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This study investigated the universal nature of agreement in natural
languages. More specifically, revising the strong uniformity and the parameterization of feature
inheritance advocated by Miyagawa (2010, 2017), it proposed a new classification of natural
languages, including a Subject-prominent language and two types of Focus-prominent language. It also
demonstrated that the proposed classification succeeds in giving a unified explanation for both the
synchronic variation among contemporary languages and the diachronic change of English and Japanese
syntax. Furthermore, it clarified the mechanism for how pragmatic factors are associated with the
Phi-feature agreement in Focus-prominent languages and analyzed Japanese honorification as a case of
the Phi-feature agreement in the CP domain.
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