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The aim of this study is to understand in detail the properties of English
adverbs, especially the relationship between form and function. Using various corpora of standard
English, 1 provide a thorough description of the behavior and characteristics of the target adverbs
on functional grounds. | further argue that English adverbs occupy the intersection between modality

and discourse, and try to interpret them in light of pragmatic contexts.
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certainly, probably, possibly

-1y indeed, maybe, perhaps
no doubt, of course 2
unarguably, undeniably, undoubtedly un-
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Lyons 1977; Cruse 1986; Geeraerts 2010
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3) (i) maybe perhaps, (i) doubtless no doubt

(1) conceivably, maybe, perhaps, possibly, (i) doubtless,
no doubt, undoubtedly
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(i) conceivably, maybe, perhaps, possibly
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