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The COVID-19 pandemic made it impossible to conduct the originally planned
fieldwork at nursing and long-term care facilities in the Tohoku region, necessitating a major
change in study design and a shift to reanalysis of previously collected data. The focus of the
analysis shifted from dialect usage to the utilization of various communicative resources and
translanguaging in workplace interactions. By analyzing actual interactions between Japanese and
non-Japanese caregivers in a geriatric care facility, we clarified how professional abilities are
demonstrated despite limited Japanese language skills.
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