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How English learners® vocabulary size develops from elementary school to junior
high school?

Sato, Tsuyoshi
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As vocabulary size is considered as an important indicator of learners®
proficiency, this study aims to examine the growth of vocabulary size of Japanese elementary and
jJunior high school students across their five academic years; from elementary school to junior high
school. To achieve this goal, first, a database was constructed from the text data of authorized
English textbooks of elementary and junior high schools. Then a list of important vocabulary to be
learned for elementary and junior high school students was compiled. Next, a vocabulary size test
was developed based on the list and was administered in public elementary and junior high schools in

order to measure the growth of vocabulary size of elementary and junior high school students
longitudinally. Finally, the vocabulary size test was digitized and published on the Web so that it
could be widely utilized both for educational and research purposes.
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®  Blue Sky Elementary
® HereWeGo!
® CrownJr.
® New Horizon Elementary English Course
® OneWorld Smiles
®  Junior Sunshine
® Junior Total English
X 18
®  Blue Sky English Course
® HereWe Go! English Course
® New Crown English Series
® New Horizon English Course
® OneWorld English Course
®  Sunshine English Course
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range frequency

average
reduced frequency ARF
1,000 3,000
2
400WL
Mean 237.50 323.00 330.50 337.50
D) 55.73 47.19 38.69 48.19
95% ClI [255.68, 291.32] [307.91, 338.09] [318.13, 342.87] [332.09, 352.91]
800WL
Mean 164.00 215.00 215.50 261.35
D) 50.67 65.28 66.39 61.43
95% ClI [147.79, 180.20] [194.12, 2358.88] [230.27, 272.73] [261.35, 300.65]
Total
Mean 437.50 538.00 582.00 618.50
D) 91.95 96.80 96.80 98.54
95% ClI [408.09, 466.91] [507.04, 568.96] [551.04, 612.96] [586.98, 650.02]
0 'LI 400 WL
E 300 400 WL /—I;—*i: 800 WL
43750 i e
618.50 E sowL @~ -
400 Test Time
800
400
800
1,295
1,721
500
1000 1500

2000



outfit

500 WL 1000 WL 1500 WL 2000 WL
Mean 23.62 21.77 18.94 13.36
SD 4.42 475 4.83 421
95%  [22.91,24.34]  [21.00,22.53]  [18.15,19.72]  [12.68, 14.04]
Cl
Mean 26.09 21.96 20.64 16.54
SD 4.90 459 3.75 4.66
95%  [25.29,26.88]  [21.21,22.70]  [20.03,21.25]  [15.78, 17.29]
Cl
Mean 28.88 25.15 21.73 18.42
SD 2.59 4.06 4.02 4.35
95%  [28.46,29.30]  [24.50,25.81]  [21.08,22.38]  [17.71,19.13]
Cl
Mean 29.23 26.15 23.58 20.32
SD 2.35 3.60 4.23 3.78
95%  [28.85,29.61]  [25.57,26.74]  [22.90,24.27]  [19.71, 20.93]
Cl
Mean 29.62 28.11 24.72 20.79
SD 1.34 2.25 3.98 413
95%  [29.40,29.84]  [27.74,28.47]  [24.08,25.37]  [20.12, 21.46]
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