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Effects of the Word Part Strategy in EFL Vocabulary Learning: Focusing on the
Roles of Semantic Transparency
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The present study aimed to examine the effectiveness and efficiency of the
word part strategy (WPS) in vocabulary learning among Japanese EFL learners. Additionally, the study
investigated the impact of semantic transparency and knowledge of parts. Experiment 1 explored the

effects of semantic transparency and part knowledge within the WPS. The results indicated that
semantically more transparent words were recalled more successfully than those less transparent
ones, but this pattern was observed only when learners were familiar with the parts involved. In
Experiment 2, the WPS was compared to self-strategy learning (SSL) in terms of learning efficiency
(time required for learning). The findings indicated that the WPS was more efficient than SSL only
when applied to words with more transparent words and when learners paid attention to part-related

information. Overall, these two experiments provided valuable insights into influential factors
related to the utilization of the WPS.
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