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A structural study on Japan®s diplomatic policy toward Choson in the Edo period
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After the Yanagawa Incident, Tsushima Island So Clan thought the
Japan-Chosen diplomacy and trade as “ Kagyo(the task which they did for providing the family
regardless of the Shogunate’ s order)” , continued their business without disobeying the authority
of the Shogunate. However, When the Japan-Chosen trade fell into a crisis due to reminting the
silver, Tsushima Island So Clan changed their claim, saying their Japan-Chosen diplomacy and trade
was “ Kayaku(the task given by the Shogunate)” , not “ Kagyo” .

I argue that their new claim of the identity as “ Hanpei” *“ Chosen osaenoyaku” was a reflection
of their shifting ideas about their diplomacy and trade from “ Kagyo” to “ Kayaku” . By claiming
their business as “ Kayaku” , and emphasizing their contributions to the Shogunate, Tsushima Island
So Clan successfully withdraw the huge amount of compensation from the Shogunate.
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