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A Basic Study of "Koenkai(personal supporters® association)” in Modern Japan

Tezuka, Yuta
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In this research project, 1 examined the history of " Koenkai (personal
supporters” association),” which supports politicians” political activities today, before and after
World War I1. First, using documents from the Ministry of Home Affairs, which handled election
affairs in the prewar period, | quantitatively examined the nationwide distribution of "Koenkai™ in
the prewar period. | published the results in one academic paper. Second, | published three academic

papers that clarified the situation of politicians™ support bases, "Koenkai," and election
campaigns in the prewar period. Third, based on the results of my research, 1 wrote a textbook for
the Open University of Japan, "Modern and Contemporary History of Japan,™ and also presented a rough

sketch of "Koenkai" and political parties from the prewar to the postwar period. Although I
obtained many research results, the analysis of the postwar period remains an issue for the future.
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