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Due to a change in the principal investigator®s affiliation and the pandemic
of the new coronavirus, this research had to drastically change its course from the original plan,
which was to focus on Giant Japanese elk (Sinomegaceros yabei) and moose (Alces alces), but it was a
significant achievement in that important findings on silicone impression materials, the basis for

dental microwear texture analysis. In addition, new information on the Pleistocene extinct deer

fossil occurrence in the Ryukyu Archipelago was accumulated through the excavations at the

Shimojibaru cave site in Kumejima. And the possibility of the use of marine shellfish by Pleistocene
humans was also recognized through 14C dating on the specimen collected in the cave.
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