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This study investigated the relationship between urbanization and the
development of urban public transport in three major cities (Paris, Lyon, and Marseilles) of France.
The importance of urban public transport, especially in suburban areas, has increased since the
1870s in large French cities. The construction and form of management employed is a concession
system in each local government. Moreover, the urban transport development process has been
different depending on each city’ s geographical and political conditions. This study clarifies how
the mayors of Marseilles and Lyon, as well as city councilors in Paris, have implemented public
transport policies as part of “ municipal socialism (socialisme municipal)” while being conscious
of elections.
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