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This study focuses on a participatory rural development project implemented
by a Khmer NGO after the civil war, which is regarded as a "success case" both domestically and
internationally. In this study, the interactions between NGOs and farmers created in the project
process and the resulting restructuring of the relationship were explored. The results showed that
participatory development projects led some farmers to resist and disengage from NGOs because of
their acceptance of foreign participatory ideals and their search for autonomy from NGOs. On the
other hand, other farmers desired to continue the traditionally dominant patron-client relationship
with NGOs. It was found that a variety of ways of dealing with development regarding autonomy and
dependence on NGOs were created.
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