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This four-year research project focused on the material practices of

Russian-speaking migrants in Japan. The project placed an emphasis on residences, homemaking,
placemaking and various practices concerning food and clothing. The project also focused on
determining the types of housing migrants inhabit, their housing paths, and relocation trajectories.
Furthermore, data was gathered regarding home repairs and decorations, the (re)making of various
items, exterior gatherings at symbolic locations, and tending to the graves of compatriots. It was
demonstrated that migrant placemaking contributes to revitalizing material spaces. It was also
revealed that many local items acquire new value through use by migrants and that such items are
thereby incorporated into the transnational flow of goods. The research contributed to developing
further theoretical perspectives in the frameworks of affect and kinship theory in addition to
offering morphological approaches to migrant narratives.
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