2018 2023
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The initial objective of this study was to_analyze how constitutional law
either concurred or contradicted the historical research of Kohachiro Takahashi, a leading postwar
Japanese economic historian, and his students. However, after starting the research, | discovered
letters and other materials related to Takahashi, and spent a lot of effort in organizing and
analyzing them and subsequently deepening my understanding of Takahashi®s constitutional thought. It

became clear that Takahashi®s historiography has a complex aspect that cannot be reduced to a
stereotyped image, and that after the defeat in the war, Takahashi, who had shown interest in the
Constitution and basic human rights, developed his constitutional thought not only in economic
freedom but also in the Preamble, the concept of equality, Article 97, and pacifism.
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