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The research on the beginning of execution as an element of criminal attempt
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At the time when 1 started this study, the following understanding was
prevailing. Criminal attempt punishes causing danger of an offence being accomplished. Therefore,
criminal attempt is punishable at the time when the danger was caused, but not if it was impossible
to cause the danger. The thoeries of beginning of execution deal with the former, while the theories

of impossibility deal with the latter, and the two are practically identical.
This study questioned the above mentioned common view on the interrelationship between two theories,
and clarified through theoretical consideration based on historical research that (1) the two
theories are fundamentally different. Further, this study proposed the understanding that (2) the
beginning of execution is not a question of danger, but a question of norm violation. (3) Based on
this understanding, this study examined the criteria for judging the beginning of execution.
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