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By comparing the practices and measures related to criminal discovery in
various U.S. jurisdictions (federal and state level), this research aims to gain insights into (1)
how to ensure prosecutors fulfill their obligation to disclose evidence, and (2) the relationship
between prosecutorial disclosure and the adversarial system. It analyzes various approaches at
different levels to ensure that prosecutors fulfill their constitutional obligation to disclose
material evidence favorable to the defense under Brady v. Maryland. It also examines the validity of
the Open-File Discovery legislation adopted in some states, which obligates prosecutors to disclose
an extensive range of evidence collected during the investigation and prosecution of the case. The

findings were presented at a workshop of the Criminal Law Society of Japan and published in several
papers.
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