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This study aims to clarify the significance of the concept of "contrat de
societe"”, which is one of the basic concepts of French Company Law. Historically, the starting point
of a company under French law was the partnership, and company law rules were primarily based on
rules specific to partnerships and contracts. Relying solely on a contract-based framework rapidly
showed its limits, and that finding can be confirmed through consideration of the French PACTE Act
enacted in 2019. However, it is important to note that the "contrat de societe™ and the concepts
based on it give solutions to some of the most modern issues debated in corporate law. The points
discussed are also closely related to sustainable governance issues, which are also attracting
at;ention in Japan. This study succeeded in presenting a possible line of approach to future
reforms.
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