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What kinds of effects does a "weak" international organization have? A case
study of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

(OCHA)
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This study has attempted to investigate (1) what role a “ weak”
international organization plays in global politics and (2) what effects it has on a global
governance architecture. To answer these questions, the activities of UN Office for the Coordination

of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) have been analyzed as a case study. Although it has limited
resources, such as budget, the number of staff, or its discretion, OCHA uses its authority to
convene a variety of humanitarian actors, to facilitate learning among them, and to promote the
creation of a common understanding on humanitarian assistance. In addition, in comparison with OCHA,
this study has dealt with the activities of World Health Organization (WHO), which reveals that
these agencies, OCHA and WHO, has a different expertise and a different style of coordination.
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