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In reviewing the history of the evolution of the float process, the current
dominant sheet glass forming technology, | pointed out, based on data on the trend of patent
applications and other information, that the licensing of the technology will consolidate
perceptions of the technology, and that at the end of the term of the agreement, there may be a
different evolution (even though there should be no significant difference in technical knowledge)
according to each company”s perceptions of the technology (especially with respect to its technical
limitations).
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