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A study on the barriers to accessing welfare services and the effectiveness of
ethnic communities for foreign elderly residents in Japan

AHN, Kyungyee

1,600,000

Elderly Korean residents in Japan who have lived in Japan for many years
face difficulties due to language barriers, health issues, unstable economic conditions, poor
connections. Factors that hinder access to services to deal with these difficulties include
difficulty in accessing information due to communication problems, an inadequate consultation
support system, and the perception of elderly Korean residents in Japan and weak networks with the
local community.
Some elderly Korean residents in Japan participate in the activities of one of the few ethnic
communities. In these communities, they receive support from the younger generation of compatriots
who share their language, lifestyle, and culture. It is a place where they can speak and sing freely

in their native language, eat their native food, and interact with compatriots in a relaxed
atmosphere. It has become clear that for elderly Koreans living in Japan, participating in ethnic
community gives meaning to their lives.
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