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Research on the history of systems and policies of early childhood education and
care regarding the official notice "Relationship between Kindergartens and Day
Nurseries™ in 1963
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The official notice "Relationship between Kindergartens and Day Nurseries"
was issued on October 28, 1963 to promote the "coexistence and co-prosperity” of kindergartens and
day nurseries. It aimed to present a "vision" to increase kindergartens as well as to confirm the
roles of day nurseries, and encouraged coordination among local administrations to avoid the overlap

and uneven distribution of kindergartens and day nurseries.

In fact, the "Notice" referred to the differences in the kindergartens and day nurseries, stricter
entry requirements of day nurseries, and the same educational roles of day nurseries as
kindergartens.

Although the "Notice™ provoked debate, it resulted in greater awareness of "education” in day
nurseries® activities and in training of nursery teachers. It also helped to identify and take
measures against issues surrounding kindergartens and day nurseries in local communities and
strengthened administrative coordination among the prefectures and municipalities.
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1952 1957 1962 1952 1962
10 4,646 2.6 485,242 2.3
4,674 1.8 201,612 1.4
1952| 32 1,111 1,731| 2,874| 3,317 154,948 212,402|370,667| 2,118 3,455| 5,573 538;274 538,274
1957| 35 2,277: 4,308| 6,620, 3,284 227,695: 432,274/663,253| 4,951 4,187| 9,138 341,795§ 315,215| 657,010
1962| 35 2,748 4,737| 7,520| 3,507 244,811 607,591 855,909 5,992, 4,255|10,247| 428,584 311,302 739,886
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