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Elucidating the mechanisms of perceived risk to emerging technologies
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The degree to which an emerging technology is perceived as risky is
influenced by the level of subjective knowledge (self-assessed knowledge) about the technology. The
influence is greater when it is accompanied by a sense that one is knowledgeable about the
technology, in addition to the degree of objective knowledge (actual knowledge) of the technology,
which may lead to a smaller perception of risk. In addition to negative feelings toward the
technology, feelings of awe and disgust were also associated with risk estimation for some

technologies.
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