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The effect of raters and scoring rubric on the score of descriptive test.

YASUNAGA, Kazuhiro
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This study examines if variations in the scoring rubric and raters for a
descriptive item affect test-takers’ evaluations in a Japanese language comprehension test. The
test was administered to about 300 students in the second year of high school. Two types of scoring
rubric were used. Rubric A provides the correct answer, the incorrect answer, and no-response.
Rubric B had a gradual evaluation in addition to the contents of rubric A. The items were evaluated
based on rubrics A and B. Therefore, rubric B, having a gradual evaluation, allowed us to comprehend

which statements were missing compared to the correct answer. Moreover, rubric B increased the
discrimination value in a certain item. Regarding the raters, the degree of agreement between the
three raters’ evaluations was examined. Consequently, the level of agreement was moderate for items
in which the decision to evaluate was left to the raters, suggesting that the evaluation could vary
greatly depending on the raters.
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