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The effective use of option-posing questions in forensic interviews
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This research focused on two specific instructions: to say "l don"t
understand” and "I don"t know.” These instructions were crucial in helping the children avoid
accepting the interviewer"s suggestions during the interview. Children in the two age groups (5-6
and 7-8 years) were assigned to one of three groups based on instructions and practice: (a) to say
don"t know" and "don"t understand" with practice, (b) "don"t know" and "don"t understand" using
cards with practice, or (c¢) instruction without practice (“instruction only"). The most effective
instruction for distinguishing between "don"t know" and "don"t understand” was using cards. In
contrast, instruction only was the most likely result for children giving assent to misleading

questions.
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