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The purpose of this project was to investigate the acquiring process of
interaction skills through gaze behavior between dogs and humans based on experimental psychological
methods. First, we developed a simple behavioral test to assess a dog’ s gaze behavior towards
humans, which showed the possibility of evaluating the attentional function in dogs by using
behavioral indicators (e.g., eye blinking). In addition, we provided long-term training on visual
discrimination tasks for pet dogs, which showed that (1) dogs were able to change flexibly their
guantity preferences and that (2) there were individual differences in their learning performance.
Furthermore, we conducted a questionnaire survey to examine humans’ sensitivity to gaze signals in
%ggg §nd round that the emotions and impressions of humans differed according to the dog’ s eye
iris) color.
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