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It is essential that norms regarding the social meaning of the places are
shared among citizens that provide clues clarifying preserved objects and criteria when using
legislation to preserve residential environments by local governments. Therefore, this study focuses

on citizen initiatives becoming the references for norms. These citizen initiatives are referred to
the renovating vacant buildings for community development in Japan, affordable cooperative housing
projects engaging for mutually beneficial of each resident and financing activities of social banks
in Germany, and community centers in Italy. In particular, the study examines the network of
stakeholders of these initiatives and the organizations that promote these activities, their
autonomous financing efforts, and the ripple effects on local communities of these initiatives. It
also considers their significance in public policies including urban planning.
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