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This study was conducted to identify the management and social functions of
public space in informal settlements in African cities. The case study of Lusaka, Zambia, showed
that communal regulations form and maintain spatial order and foster local communities in informal
settlements. The Kigali, Rwanda case study showed that in informal settlements, community-based
upgrading of the residential environment is realized through consensus building among residents and
areas under a community management organization that can mobilize government and community funds.
The case study of Nairobi, Kenya, revealed that public spaces in informal settlements function as
places for cultivating social relationships among residents.
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Table 1

Main street Residential street
Size smaller larger
Proximity from a distance from nearby

Neighborhood relationship
Economic activity

Social diversity

less relationship
Active

homogeneous

more relationship
Active

heterogeneous
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