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Reverse-engineering of the Crystal Palace to connect the history of construction
technology with the history of architecture
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By comparing the Crystal Palace with similar buildings of the same period,
focusing on the materiality and shape of the components and the joints, we can see that the
techniques applied to the Crystal Palace were not always chosen on the basis of pure rationality.
There were other similarly conceived iron and glass buildings of the same period, sometimes with
more rational detailing than the Crystal Palace. The Crystal Palace is one of countless examples of
a transitional phase in the acceptance of iron in architecture. This also confirms the involvement

of many other people in the construction process besides Joseph Paxton, who is usually regarded as
the designer.
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