2018 2023

Creation and loss of relational value of dryland sand dunes
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This _study aimed to clarify (1) the human relationship with sand dunes, and
how people value their relationship with sand dunes in drylands, through intergenerational and
interregional comparisons, and (2) the environmental impacts of tourism that features sand dunes. In

several regions of Mongolia and China, we interviewed individuals on the perceived benefits of sand
dunes, and used satellite images to analyze changes in vegetation caused by sand-dune tourism. We
found that the younger the respondents, the lower their perception of the psychological and scenic
benefits of sand dunes (e.g., relaxation); that herders where sand dunes are used for daily grazing
by livestock were more likely to view even shifting sand dunes, which have little vegetation, as
productive land; and that overtourism was resulting in the degradation of vegetation in areas where
sand dunes are being used for tourism.
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