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It has been suggested that chronic inflammation may be involved in the
pathogenesis of metabolic syndrome, which is thought to be caused by aging and lifestyle. As the
cause of chronic inflammation, we have focused on advanced glycation end products (AGES) generated
and accumulated in vivo, and have found that AGEs bind to proinflammatory cytokines, that affect
their effects (AGE-induced cytokine trapping). In the present study, we succeeded in (1)
constructing a cell analysis system that contributes to the elucidation of the mechanism of cytokine

trapping, (2) identifying novel cytokines involved in this phenomenon, and (3) discovering that
AGEs activate the action of the identified cytokine.
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