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Subacute sclerosing Banencephalitis (SSPE) is a late-onset and intractable
disease. Ribavirin is administered intracerebroventricularly to patients with SSPE. However, its
therapeutic efficacy is insufficient. Favipiravir demonstrates anti-viral effects against RNA
viruses. In this study, the antiviral effect of favipiravir against measles virus (Edmonston strain)
and SSPE virus (Yamagata-1 strain) was examined in vitro. The 50% effective concentration (EC50) of
favipiravir against Edmonston and Yamagata-1 strains were 108.7 uM and 38.6 uM, respectively, which
were similar to those of ribavirin. The 50% cytotoxic concentration (CC50) of favipiravir against
Edmonston and Yamagata-1 strains were >1,000 uM and >1,000 uM, respectively.
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