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Role of IL-15 in the development of rapidly progressive interstitial lung
disease complicated with polymyositis/dermatomyositis
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PoIKmyositis/dermatomyositis (PM/DM) is an autoimmune disease that is
sometimes com- plicated with rapidly progressive interstitial lung disease (RPILD). The aim of this
study is to determine potential serum and lung biomarkers that can predict RPILD development in
patients with PM/DM-ILD. The RPILD group had significantly higher serum IL- 15 levels than the non-
RPILD group. The RPILD group had also significantly high IL-15 levels in bronchoalveolar lavage
fluid. In addition, the lung tissues expressed IL-15. This study identified a combination of

biomarkers predicting PM/DM-RPILD progression, and IL-15 is an important cytokine for predicting
RPILD development and reflecting ILD severity.
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