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Age-related changes in the lateral cochlear wall component cells_
Three-dimensional analysis by serial section scanning electron microscopy
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Two-month-old rat cochleae were removed, fixed, demineralized, embedded in
Epon resin, semi-ultrathin serial sections were prepared, and images taken by scanning electron
microscopy, and images were reconstructed three-dimensionally on a personal computer. The same
process was also attempted for 6-, 12-, and 24-month-old rats, but the preparation of samples for
electron microscopy was difficult. We did not reach the stage of statistical examination of the
volume of each cell, occupancy in the outer lateral wall of the cochlea, and differences in basal,
mid, and apical rotations for rats of different ages.
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