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The primary objective of this study was to determine the impact of

socioeconomic status (SES) on (1) treatment choice and quality of life of cancer patients and (2)
mental health (depression and complicated grief) of bereaved families. In total, 8,126 data from the
nationwide multi-center bereavement survey conducted in 2018 (the Japan Hospice and Palliative Care
Evaluation Study 4: J-HOPE4) were obtained and analyzed. The data was obtained and analyzed for 8,
126 bereaved families. The main results were as follows: (1) Patient"s desired death was related to
the patient"s annual income, whether or not the patient lived with a family member, living
arrangements during treatment, and other factors. (2) Depression of the bereaved family members was
related to their relationshiﬁ with the deceased, current household income, and other factors. (3)
The percentage of patients who discontinued or changed standard treatment for cancer due to
financial reasons was 11%.
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