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Computational approaches to understanding historical changes of languages

Murawaki, Yugo

3,200,000

(SOV)

We have developed computer-intensive statistical methods that, by comparing
a group of languages, uncover how they have changed over time. Our initial target was languages
around the world, with the time scale of hundreds and thousands of years and with structural
features as comparanda. Structural features include the basic word order of subject, object and verb
(S0V) and the presence and absence of tone. We later found that, with small modifications, the same
model can be applied to a group of dialects, with lexical features as comparanda.
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