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Changes of the People®™s Organization™s Water Resources Management System and
Social Capital in Northern Thailand
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This research aimed to analyze the internal and external factors of

sustainable people’ s participation in water resources management, through comparing the traditional

irrigation system called “ muang fai” , which has been managed by a people’ s organization, and the
state-run large-scale irrigation system in northern Thailand. The field research revealed that
people in the community, which has been playing a central role in the management of “ muang fai” ,
have higher sense of commitment to irrigation management, and also most of them think that they can
keep the right to make decisions on water resources management after integrating “ muang fai” into
the state-run irrigation system. This research also showed policy implications that maintaining the
decision-making right on water distribution and management of water fee and social functions beyond

irrigation management is a key to keep local people’ s active participation to the water resources
management.
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