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This study focuses on the experience of tourists in climate change tourism

through a case study of Tuvalu, Polynesia. Tourists made sense of the landscape as "disappearing” by
actively situating what they saw there in the context of climate change. The media and local guides
had a significant impact on this process. In addition, many of the tourists felt some kind of
ethical responsibility and their ethics were based on the opposition between we, the Japanese
perpetrators, and they, the Tuvaluan victims. However, some saw tourism as a space of encounter and
connection between people without being bound by such an opposition. This study discussed the
importance of the ethical attitude nurtured in such relationships.
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