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Exploring Perspectives of "Science of Japanese Historical Documents™ from the
Scope of Mixture Analysis of Papers in the Early-modern Period

Shibutani, Ayako
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This experimental study aimed to reconsider Japanese historical materials as
new historical resources from the perspective of material components. By applying archaeological

and botanical methods, we analysed starch grains and other components mixed into the papers of
historical materials to explore the academic possibilities of “ Science of Japanese Historical
Documents.” As a result of the study, we established the criteria of scientific analyses and
methods of microscopic observation and photography of historical materials; the survey promotion of
the respective methodologies; and the development of DNA markers for identifying chloroplast
polymorphism in Broussonetia papyrifera, as well as the processes for the success of individual
phylogenetic identification.
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