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Construction of objective measures to evaluate the_ap?ropriateness of
interrogations through interdisciplinary research in law, psychology, and
neuroscience
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To obtain information about a crime in mock interrogations, (1) questions
that ask for free reporting, such as “ Please tell me everything” (open questions), yield more
accurate information than multiple choice questions (closed questions), and (2) results from
non-invasive functional brain imaging show that open questions cause more significant activation in
the left inferior frontal gyrus and memory-related areas than closed questions. This scientific
evidence shows that open questions can be used as an objective indicator to evaluate the
appropriateness of an interrogation.
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