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An empirical studK_of the processes and effects of social studies lessons which
integrate geographical and historical inquiry on students® improvement of their
geographical and historical literacy
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In order to clarify learning processes and contents for enhancing students

geographical and historical literacy, this study examined (1) the types of questions included in
social studies textbooks, (2) the processes and effects of lessons which integrate geographical and
historical change, and (3) the processes and effects of a unit of lessons which integrates
geographical and historical inquiry. The results showed that (1)the social studies textbooks include
some (about 10% of the total) types of questions which cover both geographical and historical
areas, and the ratio varies depending on the contents, (2)students’ inquiry into figures or graphs
which relate geographical phenomena and historical change facilitates their deep conceptual
understanding of the phenomena, and (3) the unit of lessons mentioned above contributes to some
extent to improve students’ geographical and historical literacy.
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