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Metaphor study aimed at supporting culturally and linguistically diverse
students in learning academic subjects

Sumi, Yukimi
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This study was undertaken to compile a list of “ conceptual metaphors and
metaphorical expressions in textbooks used in elementary schools” with the aim of providing
guidance and support for teachers and supporters involved in subject learning for culturally and
linguistically diverse students. Conceptual metaphors are metaphors at the conceptual level of “ how
we perceive things,” and metaphorical expressions are the manifestations of these conceptual
metaphors at the linguistic level. Metaphor expressions were extracted from a total of 31 textbooks
(approved in 2014) in each subject area and grade level, and conceptual metaphors (and components of

conceptual metaphors) were identified and listed by subject and grade level. It is under
consideration how to present the lists and are preparing to make them available on the website.
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