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Comparative Study of Land Expropriation in 4 Jurisdictions in East Asia in an
Era of Declining Population
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Land law, which has focused on mechanisms to control the “ overuse” of
land, is finding it difficult to address the situation of “ underuse” in the context of a declining
population. The system of land expropriation, a mechanism for using land owned by private parties
for the “ public interest” under “ just compensation,” 1is no exception. This study examined the
various challenges that population decline poses to the legal system of land expropriation, with
particular focus on “ expropriation for private interest” and “ loss compensation,” and attempted
to provide a comparative legal study of four East Asian jurisdictions (Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and
China). In addition to literature reviews and research meetings, we conducted field research in

Korea, Taiwan, and China, and published the results in international workshops, an English-language
book, and a special journal issue.
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