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Evaluation of climate change affections on habitat use of forest large sized
mammals, Asian black bears and brow bears in Far-East Russia

Yamazaki, Koji

13,800,000

We planned a study to evaluate the impacts of recent climate change -
specifically, the increasingly frequent direct hits by typhoons and the resulting widespread
windthrow-induced habitat alterations - on brown bears and Asian black bears in the Sikhote-Alin
Biosphere Reserve in Primorsky Krai, Russia. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the
subsequent Russian invasion of Ukraine, we were unable to conduct direct field research despite
extending the study period by two years. Preliminary analyses based on limited, snhapshot-like data
suggest that the open habitats created by windthrow may have a more negative impact on Asian black
bears. Nevertheless, further data collection is needed to confirm these findings.
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