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This research project focused on the voluntary sustainability standards
(VSS) which are made by private firms and/or NGOs for the purpose of securing sustainable
utilization of natural resources, environmental protection, labor standards and human rights
protection throughout the whole supply chains. VSS have been increasing rapidly not only in
developed countries but also in emerging economies. This research project analyzed the
public-private partnerships in making and diffusion of VSS in emerging economies, and made policy
proposals to strengthen such public-private partnerships in emerging economies.
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