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This project aimed to examine the issue of what motivates developing

children to attend to those affordances of the environment that are relevant to the peculiarities of
the specific setting such as mealtime. Our longitudinal analysis of the specific setting of
mealtime in a daycare center in Japan revealed several related results. First, caregivers often
manipulated objects on the table, and toddlers were more likely than chance to use their spoon to
contact food immediately after watching these caregiver manipulations. Second, toddlers looked more
often at the caregiver”s hand than at their face. Third, the toddlers® choices about when to look at
the caregiver were influenced by their own behavior, as if they wanted to know how the caregiver
would react to what they had done. The results document the nature of social interaction in the
emergence of skills to perform daily routines in a preferred manner in a populated environment,
which supplement findings from experimental research.
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