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We searched for interacting molecules for members of the MMP (matrix metalloproteinase) and the
ADAM (a disintegrin and metalloproteinase) gene families, and investigated roles of these
metall oproteinases in metabolism of tissue microenvironmental factors in cancers and non-neoplastic
diseases with an aim of developing novel diagnostic and/or therapeutic tools. Our studies provided
progresses in purification of several proMMPs, roles of MMPs in skin wound hedling, implications of
ADAMZ28 in cancer cell proliferation and metastasis, devel opment of a measuring method for ADAM28,
and roles of ADAMTS4 and ADAM12 in destruction and repair of osteoarthritic cartilage.
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