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BFeR R OMEEL (332) @ Our research has produced the following results:

(1) From the axiological perspective, it became possible to establish “dignity” as a
theoretically relevant concept and its importance was clarified.

(2) The German concept of “Menschenwiirde/human dignity”, either from the
perspective of the deontologist Habermas (human dignity/ dignity of human life) or
the utilitarian Birnbacher (normatively strong dignity/normatively weak dignity)
was clarified as having a double structure, which has also been widely accepted.

(3) While considering German “dignity,” it was found that there is a new strand
emerging in the debate looking at “physicality” as an important aspect. A paradigm
shift could result from this, which may become significant.

(4) Research made clear that historical studies on the concept of “dignity” in Japan
have scarcely been conducted. Our research tackled this issue, and found that in
Japan, “dignity of life” acts as the basis of the concept “dignity,” an idea closely
connected to physicality. Point (3) above is closely related, and this is an issue of
utmost philosophical importance.

(5) The significance of laying down a foundation of “human dignity” in establishing
“human rights” was clarified.



(6) Also, it was pointed out that the historical development of “dignity” in Europe
might have had some non-European influences.

Some research results have been published in the Japanisches Jahrbuch fiir Wissenschaft
und Ethik vol 1/vol.2 (2010/2011). Also, an upcoming publication is in the editing process
( Gerhard Schénrich/Yasushi Kato (Hgg.), Wiirde als Wert, mentis Verlag). Its Japanese
translation is also planned. As for (4) in particular, Prof. Yasushi Kato and Prof. Keiko
Matsui Gibson gave a presentation “Bioethics in Modern Japan: the case for ‘Dignity of
Ilife” at Bielefeld University in Germany. Furthermore, we provided the public lecture
series “Modern Ethics: Thinking of ‘human dignity” at the NHK Culture Center in Nagoya.
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